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SPO has marked the UN Women efforts of 16 days of Activism on 'Ending Violence against Women and 
Children' by organizing a few seminars and activities with the local activists, gender specialists, experts, 
religious and political leaders, women and youth groups across the country. All these activities were 

th thexecuted by the Regional Offices of SPO from Nov 25  to Dec 10  2011. The organization endorsed the 
efforts of ending violence by signing 1,000 Action cards titled 'Million Names Million Voices' under UN 
women campaign of signing 1 million signature cards ending violence against women and children. 

In this pursuance of 16 days of Activism, SPO DI Khan office in collaboration with Daman Society 
Network & Women leaders organized a programme titled “Violence against Women (VAW) & Our 

thResponsibilities” on Nov 26  2011 in DI Khan. The objective of the event was to create awareness 
among different stakeholders on fulfilling their responsibilities against the violation of women and 
children rights as the keystones of social society. The event was attended by eminent religious scholars, 
Lawyers, District In - charge Social Welfare Department Protection Center, NGO representatives, 
Journalists, Women Leaders and Women Rights activists etc. 

SPO Lahore Office in collaboration with Gender Studies Department, Lahore College for Women 
University organized a seminar titled 'Gender Based Violence in Pakistan-Issues and Challenges' on Dec 

th8  2011.The objective of the event was to create awareness among youth on the importance of raising 
voices against the brutal acts and stereotypical attitudes towards  women rights in the society.  The 
students who will be the future leaders were sensitized by the political leaders, social activists and 
experts on the vital role of women in socio economic growth of the country. The event was attended by 
renowned human rights activists, scholars and experts .

A comprehensive talk on the 'Importance of Domestic Violence Bill' was organized by SPO Lahore Office 
thon Dec 8  2011. The talk opened with a speech stating Victims of domestic violence have long faced a 

double injustice - abuse at home and then no protection from the government.  

SPO Lahore Office with the financial support of Oxfam GB organized a dialogue on the 'Role of Media 
for elimination of violence against women'. The dialogue was organized under Oxfam GB and SPO's 
project of Ending Torture and ill treatment against women.’

Apart from these seminars, talks and events, radio programs with FM 95 and 103 titled Chanan, visit to 
Dar – ul - Aman with women protection forum team, and a culmination seminar during the 16 Days of 
Activism were also organized to mark SPO's efforts towards ending violence against women and children 
in the country.
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Message of Peace and Love in 

by 
Ms. Fahmida Riaz 

Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai's Poetry

Pakistan is blessed with a rich heritage of Sufism that promotes the message of peace, tolerance and 
harmony. In today's world the ideals of peace and harmony could not be achieved until we reflect and 
internalize the message of Sufis who promoted this message since centuries.

SPO from its forum Civic Café in Islamabad, referred to the message and poetry of Shah Abdul Latif 
Bhittai (1689-1752).Shah Latif generally known as Bhittai vehemently condemned the act of aggression, 
which is the main cause of turmoil on this earth. 

Ms. Fahmida Riaz, a well known writer, poet, and feminist gave the lecture on Shah Latif Bhittai's 
message of love and Peace through Sufism. She said, his poetry is elaboration of spiritual quest. While 
talking about his life and Sufism, she said Shah Latif has Sufi family background and was also interested 
in Molana Romi poetry, which resulted people called him direct animation of Molana Romi and 
sometimes compared with him. Although Sufi's does not believe on competition, she added. She said 
Shah Bhittai was creator of Music; some of his Sur were created in musical nodes, followers are singing 
his famous Sur Kalyan for two hundred and fifty years. While talking about his message, she said, he 
was believer of spiritualism, and used to say that ritualism is not enough.

She said, Shah' s poetry is unique , even now after two hundred and fifty years ,his ideas of peace and 
love for humanity are thought provoking and mile stone as it creates magic of love for all. Ms. Fahmida 
Riaz while praising his glory said, he not only love Hazrat Mohammad (PBUH), but also praised  Joggi' s 
as they are also searching for God, and believed that this is the only possibility  to love all human 
beings. Shah Latif's giving his message of Peace to Mankind in his sur Kalyan,

Peace and Harmony is one of the basic components of SPO's program, which is based on building social 
harmony among diverse groups to share and understand each other's point of view and respect 
differences. It aims to build capacity and empower civil society networks and communities around 
social harmony and peace with a focus on restoring social harmony and building a culture of peace and 
participation, and partnering with all local stakeholders in the development process. 

Civic Café has an objective of providing a space for all to discuss contemporary issues. The basic idea 
behind the Civic Café is to strengthen the role of civil society through dialogue, and to provide space for 
discussion on various topics, building new relationships, and strengthening old ones. The participants of 
this forum do not represent any particular group, class or school of thought, rather they hail from 
different walks of life.

Patience, humanity adopt,
For anger is disease-

Forbearance bringeth joy and 'peace',
If you would understand.

(Sur Kalyan; Peace)
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A three days training workshop on 

29-31 December, 2011, was organized by SPO Training Unit, Hyderabad 

Moving from Disaster to Development
(Gender Mainstreaming & Disaster Management)

 

The main objectives behind the organization of this training were; 
1. To develop a skilled human resource who should be well aware of such situations and can effectively 

help community, properly assist their organization and should help others with all their learned 
skills and shadow of international standards necessary to follow in all emergency activities and

 2. To impel SPO Training Unit towards an institutional approach where it should be known as a 
platform for different individuals to come and augment their skills in their appropriate field/ 
profession.

The three days training workshop with 25 participants from different 
organizations was started with participatory approach and continued till 
end with same methodology.
The training was comprised on gender mainstreaming and disaster 
management. Concept, basics, types, causes and cycle of disaster were 
discussed, introduction of HAP and Sphere standards were shared, gender 
concept, practical & strategic needs, vulnerability, its analysis, assessment 
and special care of vulnerability groups; gender roles, gender analysis 
under gender lens and gender mainstreaming in disaster were practically 
discussed in detail.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is unlikely to achieve the millennium development goals (MDGs) by the 2015 
deadline in light of the current socioeconomic conditions and natural and manmade disasters, said 
speakers at a panel discussion arranged by SPO in Peshawer on `Effects of Conflicts on Achievements of 
MDGs in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa`. Panelists also regretted that development of social sector had never 
been a government priority as most of national revenues were spent on defence and debt servicing for 
the country being a security state. Noted pediatrician and chairperson SPO, Dr Tufail Mohammad said 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was nowhere near the goals of reducing child mortality rate and improving 
maternal health.

Chief executive officer SPO Naseer Memon said the Human Development Report-2011 placed Pakistan 
after Nigeria on the list of countries with the largest number of children out of school, while the country 
topped the list of four polio endemic states.He said there were three Ds defense, debt servicing and 
development but the major chunk of the budget was allocated to defence and debt servicing, while 
development sector was not a priority. Regional head of SPO Arshad Haroon told participants that MDGs 
were eight international development goals that all 193 UN members and at least 23 international 
organisations had agreed to achieve by 2015. Disparity exists in imparting education to boys and girls in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as there are 14,770 schools for boys and only 7,838 for girls,` said academician Dr 
Fakhrul Islam..
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Strengthening Participatory Organisation 
(SPO) is one of the largest rights-based 
civil society organisation in Pakistan. It 
strives to address the emerging issues in 
the particular socio-economic and 
political context of Pakistan through its 
core programme areas of democratic 
governance, social justice and peace 
and social harmony. In addition, SPO 
has a component of humanitarian 
response that deals with disasters and 
emergency situations, such as 
earthquake in Azad Kashmir, floods in 
Balochistan, Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) of Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa 
and relief activities in the flood affected 
areas of AJK, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh.

Human rights lie at the heart of SPO's 
core programme that aims at nurturing 
democracy, justice and peace in the 
country through capacity building, action 
research, awareness raising, advocacy, 
policy dialogue, trainings including tailor 
made training courses, dissemination of 
information and literature, mobilization of 
communities, developing partnership 
with local organisations and encouraging 
and supporting peace movements.

SPO's core programme is currently 
supported by Australian Agency for 
International Development (AusAid), 
British High Commission (BHC) and 
Embassy for the Kingdom of Netherlands 
(EKN) 

SPO also acknowledges support from 
other donors for its thematic 
programmes and projects.

From  to 
SPO Raises the Question of Sluggish Response  of Flood Disaster

Disaster Development

Leading national and international NGOs representatives, donor 
organizations and civil society groups have expressed serious concerns 
over sluggish response of humanitarian community to the devastating 
disasters caused by floods and heavy rains in Pakistan especially in 
Sindh. 

The concern was raised at the round table conference arranged by the 
SPO, where participants said that thousands of people were still 
suffering from the lack of services and their basic needs were not being 
met in the affected areas because of the sluggish response. 

Donors, representatives of international and national NGOs, aid 
agencies, leading figures from civil society, and media said that Global 
Financial and Economic Crisis, other ongoing global Crisis, type of 
Disaster late Government appeal for international aid and Limited Media 
Coverage, are main reasons for Sluggish Response by Humanitarian 
Community.

Ms. Neva Khan, Country Director OGB said, the funding to this disaster 
has been extremely sluggish, Aid efforts of the UN agencies, the 
Pakistani civil Society, the government of Pakistan and other 
humanitarian agencies are under threat.

SPO Chief Executive Naseer Memon said, delayed appeal by the 
government, economic slowdown in Euro zone and US, lack of efficiency 
and transparency on part of government, luke warm coverage by 
international media are considered as key reasons for the poor response 
by humanitarian aid community


